Point-to-po

Byerely Bear in full flight last season. This is one of the horses tipped to do well this years — PAGES 32&33
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PREVIEW

Join us in the friendly sport of pointing

BY GILL ARMSTRONG
WESSEX POINT TO POINT ASSOCIATION

Variety is the name of the game in
the friendly sport of ‘pointing’.
There are similarities between
pointing and racing ‘under Rules’
at National Hunt courses such as
Cheltenham, Exeter and Wincan-
ton, but below are some FAQs that
may help you reach an important
decision. That is — come pointing!

What will it cost?

Admission charges vary. £20 per
car including all occupants and
free parking tends to be average
(often with a discount for a single
occupant), but some meetings
charge per head, often with under
16s free.

That sounds good, but then, we
will need to eat and drink

There are racecourses across the West
Country — there's bound to be one near
you — where you can enjoy point-to-point
entertainment most weekends

Bring a picnic and indulge from
your car boot. There are no re-
strictions - bar, of course, the size
of your boot. Or, there will be trade
stands on course offering a vari-
ety of hot and cold food and drinks
and often a beer tent.

What shall we wear?

Anything you like. Play it by the
weather — you are out in the Eng-
lish countryside, so anything
could happen.

What if the weather changes?

You will always have easy access
to your car, so pack for all eventu-
alities and you can zip back there
and change as necessary.

The dog won’t be happy being
left at home for our day out in
the country. It doesn’t seem fair!

Pack the pooch. He will be wel-
come, provided you keep him on a
lead at all times. Bring his water
bowl and any other accoutre-
ments Fido requires. He’ll have a
whale of a time.

How will I know which horse is
what?

Buy aracecard (typically £2.50) on
arrival and keep an eye on the
numberboard prior to each race.
All horses listed in the card will
not run, so — particularly if you're
planning to place a bet — listen for
announcements or check out the
board.

How do | bet?

It’s easy. There will be a row of
bookmakers who will have
marked up their boards with
prices per runner. For example,
20/1 means if you put on £1 and

your horse wins (unlikely, but not
impossible) the bookie will give
you £20; 1/2 means you will have to
hand over £2 to win £1. Watch the
horses parade around the pad-
dock, choose one, trot over to the
bookies and proffer your chosen
amount. Good luck!

Excited now. How can | get more
information nearer the time?

Your Daily Press will carry a pre-
view on the Friday of meetings
taking place that weekend. Also,
each of the areas in the South West
has a website you can take a look
at:  Wessex - wwuw.pointing-
wessex.co.uk; West Midlands -
www.pointingwm.co.uk; Devon &
Cornwall - www.p2phorseraces-
dc.com

SEASON'S FIXTURES PAGES 28&29
THE CHAMPIONS PAGES 30&31
HORSES TO FOLLOW PAGES 32&33
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